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Estonia, Poland, Lithuania and Latvia are the same?
by Mostly Lauri and little help from Joosep, Estonia

As young people from
different states come
together it 1s obvious to
resume that at some point
they are going to compare
their cultural backgrounds.
At first sight it may seem
that the conditions in
Estomia, Latvia, Lithuania,
and Poland are very
similar. Or are they?
Independent surely-non-
Estonian researchers went
to find out.

Lately, the economy is a
topic that interests many.
For example, it was found
out that in Latvia the

conditions are horrible. The

case of the prime minister
dying of hunger shocked
many and made Estonia to
give Latvia 2.5 billion in
terms of bread, fresh water
and toilet paper to try to
save as many lives as
possible. However, the
overall conditions in
Estonia appear to be less
bleak as the Estonian
government has stated that
“If this 1s a crisis then we
actually like living in a
Ccrisis”

One of the topics that
makes people from The
Baltic states and Poland
feel united is brain drain.
For example, 1t was

by Estomian writers),
Lithuania (Problem
edited out by Lithuanian
organizers) and Poland.
In Latvia however a

interesting to find out that itsecond problem has been

15 an old Polish tradition
that the bravest and most
mtelligent boys are sent to
work 1 the United
Kingdom. They then have

found. This of course 1s
integration of Russian
munorities. For mstance
in Latvia there were
major riots in several

public debates in the formattowns which resulted

of PP (Polish Plumber) to
decide who falls in one of
the three available
categories, which are
unwanted jobs, low-paid
jobs and no-paid jobs. In
the Baltic states the

with a one-day civil war.
Thousands were hurt. On
contrary, when the
minorities in Estoma
were supposedly
offended by the removal
of a statue that honored

situation is quite similar buttheir ancestors, in

not quite the same. For
example, the people that
ermnigrate are the ones that
are not accepted to

Tallinn there were
peaceful gatherings that
mvolved Armami-suited
Russians, who were

universities and go to work equipped with alcohol

in the other Northern
Europe states. They also

thrive for the categories of

a-little-bit-less-paid-jobs,
and a-bit-uncomfortable
jobs.

So far it has come out that

there 1s a single problem in
Estonia (Problem edited out

given freely from shops
with broken windows
and only a few slightly
armed policemen.

In conclusion, although
we are quite similar we
have a number of
differences. What is
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Final Debate. Kajus (LT)
heing cross-exumined
by Anni (EE)

11 was a greal gpportunity
10 develap and edvcate
oursefves, moreave;, we
had a great time.

Miriam, Airi
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An awful week?

By Mirjam & Airi, Estonia

Firstly, we had never
debated in english.
Secondly, last year we were
at this camp, where we
didn’t have to debate at all
and we hoped that this year
will be the same, but when
we got the agendas, we
realised that we were totally
wrong. We both thought
about options how to avoid
this horrifying experience —
debating in english, by
getting lost or playing sick.
We were terrified. We asked
people if they share our
fear, but acyually no one
did. After the workshops we
got even more terrified than
we were before. We thought
it is going to be an awful

week...

In the evening it was time to
meet our teammates and to
prepare our cases.

I, Airi, saw my teammates
and we went to Vyki’s
room. I realised that both of
my teammates are really
friendly. When our case was
ready, we just chilled and I

found out that we have the

same great sense of humour.
That calmed me down a
little bit and I didn’t think
about playing sick to avoid
debating anymore.

I, Mirjam, was really lucky
to have such great

teammates. Rokas always
tried to find answers to all
my and Weronika's
questions. We were working
as a team, we solved all the
problems together. We got
along very well, although
we were from different
countries.

Then the Great Debating
Day — our worst nightmare
— arrived. The first debate
we had against each other
and it turned out to be really
funny. We motivated each
other’s teams during the
debate and we discovered
that “dog” is not the only
word in English, which we
know.

Later, during the other
debates, we quite messed
up, but still our teammates
supportive.

were really

They calmed us down with

jokes like: “I just can’t
control my muscles.” So the
debates ended quickly and
soon the debating day was
QVer.

It turned out to be a great
experience. We could
practice our English and it
was fun. All the judges and
were

opponents really

understanding. Awesome!
Now we know that we don’t
have to stress so much. It
was a great opportunity to
develop and educate
ourselves, moreover, Wwe
had a great time. We really
recommend participating in
this camp!

We would like to thank our
spiritual mother Age, who
helped us through all this,
although we had a bow and

arrows. We are also very

thankful to our great
teammates: Vykintas,
Aleksandra, Rokas and

Weronika, for making our

debates very enjovable.
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When it’s bitter in the start, it’s
sweet in the end

By Roberts, Nikita & Raitis, Latvia

At first the Latvian
delegation had a little
clue what was
supposed to happen
during the forum. We
were looking forward
to debating in another
format and having
some workshops on it.
The travelling process
was very complicated:
out of 7 Latvians that
were supposed to come
only 3 succeeded.
When we got here and
were told that the
debating is going to
happen in high school’s
format, we were
disappointed. When we
were introduced to the
rule number three that
was banning alcohol,
drugs and smoking, we
were freaked out. After
spending our first
evening here watching
Discovery Channel and
Viasat Explorer, we
thought that coming
here was one of the
biggest fails in our
lives. That evening we
called the president of
our debate club and
told him a lot of rude
words.

The next day we had to
judge. We were afraid
of that, because no one
of us had ever debated
the format, and rumors
were saying that it 1s
very boring. We were
told that usually you
hear three similar
speeches with a lot of
facts and no analysis in
the argumentation
which makes you fall
asleep. However, that
day completely
changed our opinion.
We judged wonderful 4
rounds of exciting
debates with great
argumentation and
learned a lot about the
format.

Participating in
persuasive speaking
competition was also
beneficial. We were
able to improve our
public speaking
abilities by practice and

listen to others
presenting their
speeches, which
sometimes were very
interesting and
entertaiming.

But the most important
thing for us that we
encountered in this
camp 1s people. Smart,
active, interesting,
passionate, intelligent,
friendly, open, kind are
the adjectives to
describe them. In one
word they are just
great! Being with them
together for the whole
camp was a pleasure.
We have managed to
make a lot of new
friends and hope to
meet them again. We
have established many
contacts with people
from other countries to
cooperate in the future
on developing debating |
n our countries. And
we have learnt a lot of f
new “games”. The
camp was great and we
would be happy to
come the next time.

Smarf, gclive, inferesking,
passienate, infelligent,
Friendly, open, kind are the
adjectives fo describe them.

By Roberfs, Kikita, Raitis

Roberts & Nikita (LV)
making a demo
dehate in the forum















